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ON OVARIAN IRRITATION. 


BY FLEETWOOD CHURCHILL, M.D., T.C.D. AND E., AND M.R.I.A. 


Tue following description relates to an affection which, although very 
common, is but little noticed in books. This has probably arisen from 
its having been placed among the symptoms of other diseases, although 
it is quite distinguishable from them. 

It resembles most closely the disease described by Dr. Tilt under the 
name of sub-acute ovaritis ; but the cases I have seen have led me to 
differ from that very intelligent writer, and to conclude that the affec- 
tion to which [ refer is not inflammatory. I have, therefore, preferred 
the term ovarian irritation. 
~ [ have met with it in women of all ages between the commencement 
and cessation of menstruation, so that I do not think age bas much in- 
fluence in the production of the disease ; but | am quite certain that it 
is most frequent in women of a delicate, nervous temperament, though 
by no means confined to them. 

The chief characteristic symptom is an uneasiness, amounting in the 
gerater number of cases to pain, and in some cases to very severe pain, in 
one or both iliac or inguinal regions, but most frequently in the left, which 
Prof. Simpson seems to think is owing to the propingquity of the left ovary 
to the rectum, and the exposure to any irritation thence arising. This pain 
may be a constant dull aching, or it may be acute and occurring in pa- 
roxysms; it is greatly aggravated by standing, and generally by walk- 
ing: indeed, in the severer cases, I have known the patient quite unable 
to walk. 

There is generally some complaint of fulness about the iliac region, 
but upon careful examination | have rarely been able to satisfy myself 
that this was more than a sensation ; | certainly never felt anything 
like a distinct tumor. There is, however, always considerable tenderness, 
which in some cases is extreme to the slightest touch. When the irrita- 
tion is great, it may be extended to the bladder, giving rise to a desire to 
evacuate its contents frequently, and causing great pain in doing so. 
Hysterical paroxysms are by no means unfrequent. In two of the most 
violent cases of hysteria that I have seen for some time, there was ex- 
treme tenderness of the region of the left ovary, and pressure there ag- 
gravated the hysterical paroxysm. 
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If we make a vaginal or rectal examination, we shall most frequently 
discover nothing unusual, neither heat nor tenderness nor swelling : ina 
few cases, however, | have found that moving the uterus laterally caused 
uneasiness in the side affected. Whe speaking of a rectal examination 
in sub-acute ovaritis, Dr. Tilt remarks, that the ovaries are more or less 
painful on pressure, and that they are from twice to four times their 
original size. This I have not found in the affection now under conside- 
ration, and it cohstitutes one reason for my doubting that it is the same 
disease as that described by Dr. Tilt. 

These are the principal local and direct symptoms | have observed ; 
they vary much in degree, and are in some cases so intense as to re- 
semble an attack of acute ovaritis. ‘They difler also more or less accord- 
ing to the circumstances in which the attack occurs ; and in order to 
elucidate this point, | shall briefly enumerate the circumstances, 

1. In patients who suffer occasionally from amenorrhea, it is not un- 
common to find ovarian irritation at these periods, and not altogether 
confined to them. Whether the ovarian irritation be the cause of the 
suppression of the catamenia, or merely a symptom, is a> question not 
easily decided. In many cases [think it is probably the primary affec- 
tion, but in some others it appears to be the result of the amenorrheea. 
The suffering is often considerable, and may be prolonged until the next 
catamenial evacuation: if that be full and free, the pain and tenderness 
generally disappear. 

2. Upon the sudden suppression of menstruation, it is not unusnal for 
the ovaries to be almost instantly affected, either by the form of disease 
I have described, or by an acute inflammatory attack, which is more rare. 

3. In dysmenorrheea there is more or less ovarian irritation. Hf we 
examine the patient minutely as to the seat of the pain during the pe- 
riod, we shall find that it is principally in the region of one or both ova- 
ries, and often accompanied by tenderness on pressure. In the majority 
of these cases 1 am inclined to think that the ovaries are secondarily 
affected. 

4. In menorrhagia, the ovaries may apparently preserve their integ- 
rity for a Jong time; but if the attacks be frequent, [| have generally 
found that these organs, one or both, become affeeted, and that the trrita- 
tion frequently continues long after the discharge has ceased. 

5. I have repeatedly seen this ovarian irritation accompany congestion 
and erosion of the cervix uteri, but it most frequently comes on after the 
latter disease has persisted for some time, or after it is nearly or quite 
cured. ‘The ovarian irritation, however, in these cases, very soon 
subsides. 

6. | have already mentioned its occurrence in hysteria, both when the 
latter is evidently dependent upon catamenial disturbance, and when the 
periodical discharge is quite correct. 

7. In some few eases | have recognized ovarian irritation in cases 
where the uterine and ovarian monthly functions were apparently accu- 
rately performed, but the patients were of a highly nervous tempera- 
ment, in delicate health, and without offspring. 

These various classes include, I think, all or nearly all the examples 
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of the disease which have come under my observation. In many cases 
it requires care to separate the ovarian symptoms from those caused by 
the concurrent disease, but in other instances this distinction is quite ob- 
vious. When unc omplic ‘ated, the disorder rarely gives rise to any gene- 
ral or constitutional symptoms. Many of the subjects of it are delicate 
and weak, and of course this attack keeps them so; but ordinarily the 
pulse is not quic kened by it, and there is neither heat of skin nor thirst. 
The appetite ts seldom ‘eood, but it is not worse than usual, and the 
bowels are generally irregular, have examined the urinary secretion, 
and have repeate idly found it scanty, acid, and occasionally mixed with 
mucus. 

As to the pathology of this affection, there are several points of con- 
siderable interest. | think we can entertain no doubt that the ovaries, 
one or both, are the seat of the irritation ; the peculiar and fixed locality 
of the pain, and its frequent connection with the ovarian function of 
menstruation, all confirm this view. But the next question is more difti- 
cult to decide positively, viz., is the disorder an inflammatory affection of 
the ovaries. either acute or sub-acute 7 The disease described by Dr. 
Tilt certainly presents characteristics of inflammation, which I have 
never observed in the present disorder, ‘The absence of tumefaction 
generally, and of a distinct tumor always, the nevative results of an exa- 
mination per vaginam and per rectum. the intermitting and paroxysmal 
character of the attack, the absence of all the ordinary results of inflam- 
mation (as abscess, accumulation of fluid, &c.), even in’ the severer 
cases, and the success of a certain line of treatinent, are all, to my mind, 
very song arguments for the non-inflammatory nature of the disease. 
In most of these particulars, it differs from the sub-acute ovaritis of Dr. 
Tilt. [have certainly seen some cases in which the point seemed 
doubtful, and it ts probable that the one form of disease may, under 
certain circumstanees, ineree ia the other: but Peannot resist the con- 
viction, that the afiection [have desertbed is essentially neuralyic, and 
not inflammatory. 

Avain, it may be asked, is this ovarian irritation the cause of the men- 
strual disorder. or its effect. or merely a concomitant ~ymptom ? No one 
ac quainted with the present state of ovarian physiolozy could deny that 
the integrity of the menstrual fonction must be largely mfluenced by the 
condition of the ovaries. Hf this ovarian invitation alw ays preceded the 
catamenial period, | should be inclined to attribute to it the subsequent 
distress; and in many cases it appeared to me that | could so trace it as 
the chief cause. But, in some eases, the ovarian irritation distinctly fol- 
lowed the menstrual disturbance. or came on towards the termination 
of the monthly period ; and lastly, in other cases, the irritation existed 
with no catamenial derangement at all. Without doubting, therefore, 
that ovarian irritation may disturb the menstrual functions in various ways, 
I cannot agree with those who think that it invariably does so, nor yet 
with those who are inclined to attribute all menstrual disorders to devia- 
tions from the normal condition of the ovaries. 

I need not occupy time by enumerating many causes for its production ; 
all those which act upon either the uterus or ovary and disturb their 
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functions, may be considered as causes of ovarian mritation, and among 
these the most frequent, probably, is cold. 

I believe that, in many cases, excess in sexual intercourse has given 
rise to it; and I am also inclined to think, that in a few cases | have 
known it originate from the entire deprivation of that stimulus. For 
some valuable remarks upon this subject [ shall refer my readers to Dr. 
Tilt’s excellent work on Diseases of Menstruation. All that he says 
upon this point is, I think, equally applicable to ovaritis and ovarian 
irritation. 

The circumstances under which the attack occurs, I mean its relation 
to the menstrual functions, the symptoms, and the peculiar locality of the 
pain, render the diagnosis tolerably easy in most cases. It may, cer- 
tainly, be mistaken for intestinal irritation ; but, in general, there are no 
other symptoms than the pain to justify such an opinion. The bowels, 
even if irregular, are free from irritability. 

It will, however, require a little more trouble to render it certain that 
there is not acute ovaritis, which the tenderness might lead us to suspect. 
But this tenderness is generally much greater than that resulting from 
inflammation ; it is a kind of nervous tenderness which shrinks from the 
weight of a finger as much as from severe pressure. Moreover, in acute 
ovaritis, the organ is always swollen and enlarged, and it can generally 
be felt distinctly to be so by an internal examination. 

In phlegmonous inflammation of the uterine appendages, or pelvic 
abscess, as it has been termed, the hard and painful tumefaction is quite 
plain at the brim of the pelvis, and, therefore, it cannot easily be con- 
founded with the present disorder. 

1 shall not enter at length into details of the treatment of this dis- 
ease, inasmuch as I have only my own experience to which I can refer. 
The choice of remedies will be governed, to a certain extent, by the 
health, strength, and state of constitution of our patient. With strong, 
healthy women I have tried leeches to the ovarian region, with some 
benefit but not complete success, nor in all cases ; from six to twelve 
may be applied at once, and repeated, if necessary, after an interval. 
Poultices after the leeching are of use ; and, indeed, when no leeches 
have been applied, 1 have seen much comfort and relief derived from re- 
peated poulticing. With delicate women, and they are frequently the 
subjects of this disease, bleeding in any form has appeared to me rather 
injurious than beneficial. 

I have tried the repeated application of small blisters with better re- 
sults than leeching. The irritation of the surface certainly relieves the 
pain in many cases, and, if continued, may finally cure it; but I must 
confess | have seen it fail repeatedly. 

Anodyne liniments and anodyne plasters occasionally seem to afford 
relief, but they are often of little or no use; I tried anodyne enemata 
several times with partial success. 

In two or three cases I used the tincture of aconite, applied liberally to 
the iliac region, but I confess the result disappointed the expectations I 
had formed. 

Having failed in affording any relief in two or three obstinate cases, I 
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determined to try the effect of opium applied to the upper part of the 
vaginal surface. I accordingly ordered some balls or pessaries to be 
made, somewhat in the mode of Dr. Simpson’s medicated pessaries, each 
ball to contain two grains of opium, half a drachm of white wax, and a 
drachm and a half of lard. ‘The whole, when mixed together, formed 
a ball about the size of a large marble, and I placed it at the upper end 
of the vagina by means of the speculum, leaving the patient in bed for 
the rest of the day. The success was quite beyond my expectation ; 
the relief was very speedy, and in most instances complete. Even 
when the pain did return after a few days, a second application removed 
it. The tenderness disappeared with the pain, and no unpleasant con- 
sequences have resulted in any instance. 

[ have now tried this remedy in a considerable number of cases, and 
with almost invariable success. | have rarely found it necessary to bleed 
or blister since I first adopted this plan; and I recommend it, with con- 
siderable confidence, to the profession. [ may add that I have tried 
these pessaries in cases of dysmenorrhaea, applying one the day before 
the catamenia were expected, with decided benefit. 

It is hardly necessary to say that, in this disease, the bowels thould be 
regulated, and gently freed by medicine when necessary. If the appe- 
tite is bad, vegetable bitters may be given, and I have generally found 
it useful to combine some alkali with them.—Dublin Quarterly Journal 
of Medical Science. 


— 


ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OF MIND AND MATTER. 
[Concluded from page 473.] 


In descanting on the general nature of insanity, I have hitherto confined 
myself to those forms which principally come under our notice. 


* Proxima deinde tenent meesti loca, qui sibi mortem 

Tnsontes peperere manu—lucemque perosi 

Projecere animas !” 
And as this is a class of patients whose melancholy exit implants a 
never-dying horror of the disease, vibrating remotely on surviving rela- 
tives and friends, I cannot quit my subject without a few passing remarks 
on so distressing, but, alas! so common an attendant. Amongst the 
Greeks, but still more amongst the Romans, suicide was, under certain 
circumstances, not held in horror, but in high estimation, and was _pre- 
ferred to slavery or subjection, or the epithet of “ nobile” would never 
have been added to the “ lethum Catonis.” 

In France, it is comparatively little thought of, and though the Eng- 
lish are often stigmatized with the propensity, it is far more rife with our 
Gallic neighbors than with us. ‘The instances and the promoting causes 
are many and various, and occasionally the deed is done without any 
apparent incentive. The emotions consequent on a reverse of fortune 
may perhaps be considered as the principal ; nor, when we admit that 
even the groundless apprehension of it operates as a fearful cause of, and 
presents a not uncommon feature in the malady before us, can we wonder 
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at the result of the saddening reality. It springs alike from sudden impulse 
and from long premeditation. It occurs during delirium and mania, and 
follows on the depression and anxiety respecting futurity in cases of me- 
lancholia. Strange as it may seem, such persons who are goaded to 
madness by the delusive anticipation of pain and hell, rush into its very 
jaws by the perpetration of a crime which we are taught would subject 
them to the eternal punishment they dread! It reminds us of the des- 
peration portrayed by Byron in a shipwreck. 

“Then rose from sea to sky the wild farewell, 

Then shriek’d the tmid, and stood still the brave, 

And some leap’d overboard with furious yeil, 

As eager to anticipate their grave 
Some seek it simply as a termination of ennui, of satiety of life and of 
the exhaustion of all its pleasures ; some from remorse and self-reproach, 
from chagrin and disappointment, from blasted prospects and from blight- 
ed hopes, 


* olad to be hurled 
Anywhere—anywhere out of the world,” 


and owing to an impression that the act is almost inseparable from in- 
sanity, a verdict to that effect is mostly recorded. Could this sudden 
impetus have been foreseen, or this matured determination been  disco- 
vered, there is no doubt that it might often have been prevented. A 
brisk cathartic, or a soothing anodyne, or a calm interposition of conso- 
lation or remonstranee, might have at once dispelled the visionary hor- 
ror which prevailed over their clouded reason ; but (as 1 observed in 
my preceding lecture) the impulse comes upon them in the: stillness of 
night. when the vietin first awakes to a magnified view of his unhappy 
condition, and solitude favers the perpetration. The dread of 
poverty or fear of future daimnation is incompatible with life, and drives 
them on to a madness which no influence of principle can restrain—no 
regard to consequences can withhold. Occasionally it has resulted from 
asort of fascination. Such persons are unable to look down from an 
eminence ora precipice without an tinpulse to throw themselves from the 
top of it: they have been known to reqnest that razors may be taken 
from their possession, so distressing was the deste to avail themselves 
of the opportunity or the instrument; and the Moomnent has now been 
railed in, to preclude the possibility of sach an unaccountable propensity, 
for it can arise from no process of reasoning. It may be partly physical, 
affecting the circulation of the brain, which is a reasonable deduction 
from the accompanying vertigo ; or it may arise from a peculiarly high 
susceptibility, with extreme weakness of the nervous system. Thus we 
find sudden precipitation occur in nervous fevers and in delirium tremens. 
Most frequently, some form of partial insanity is the principal or con- 
curring cause, 

In many instances of suicide the influence of hereditay predisposition 
is fully established. Dr. Gall asserted that he observed it in’ several 
successive generations, and M. Falret considers it to be more intimately 
dependent on hereditary predisposition than any other form of insanity, 
especially in cases of melancholia. ‘The seasons are by many supposed 
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to operate, or at least to exercise a partial influence ; and the gloomy 
month of November has had this imputation cast upon it. The census, 
however, leans to the warmer months, and the instances are fount to 
predominate when the thermometer ranges above 70°. A> warm and 
moist atmosphere is found to depress the energies of the nervous system, 
connected possibly with the condition of electricity in the air, and de- 
pressing the spirits; but these are very insignificant reasons for such an 
impulse, and we must tax those to which ] have already alluded. That 
the deed is not by any means confined to persons of weak mind is ex- 
tensively proved when we reflect on those who have committed it; on 
the contrary, it may be easily traced in such cases to vascular plethora 
in an organ which has been overstrained in its intellectual occupation ; 
engaved most deeply and responsibly in political and financial measures, 
in the management of public business or negotiations, by which the 
equilibrium of the circulation has been disturbed ; inducing nervousness, 
headache, irritability, and other manifestations almost amounting to de- 
lirium. In eases such as this, an appropriate medical treatment, with 
rest both of body and mind, would most probably prevent such a con- 
tingency ; and it is the duty of relations to watch the manifestations of 
those changes in the feclings and disposition which may often be ob- 
servable, and which generally precede the act. Common sense will 
point out the means to be adopted ; and the usual derivatives from the 
brain, such as local abstraction of blood, cooling saline purgatives, cold 
water, or evaporating lotions to the head, pediluvia, exercise in the open 
air, and in some cases (that is to say, where the brain may suffer from 
want of tone) the judicious exhibition of morphia or henbane should 
be resorted to, in addition to rest from those labors, or removal (where 
practicable) of those causes to which the phenomena may be referable 
or referred. 

Where innate and connate idiocy has, from its hopelessness, no far- 
ther demand on those who are blessed with reason than their mere com- 
miseration, or their Samaritan care, [ have nothing to offer beyond the 
blended breathings of my sympathy with others. In this state, the 
moral, the intellectual, the reflecting manifestations are some 
nearly, in others entirely, deficient ; in some, the instinctive emotions are 
apparently unfelt or undeveloped—they form the humiliating link of hu- 
man with animal creation, evincing nothing but brital propensities and 
uncontrolled desires—they are rachitie or scrofulous, epileptic or pa- 
ralytice—and their melancholy state is consequent on unalterable physi- 
cal disorganization. ‘Their faces and features are as destitute of ex pres- 
sion as though their respiratery nerves were absent or destroyed ; their 
mouths are gaping and perpetually drivelling, and they, to all appear- 
ance, are dead to perception, emotion, or ideas. Lord Carlisle has 
very recently, however, in a public meeting convened for erecting a 
hospital for idiots, depicted their condition in language so replete with 
an eloquence which my bumble ability would in vain attempt, that, in- 
asmnuch as it is too appropriate to require any apolosy for introducing it, 
and too illustrative of the subject to sanction its omission, | will proceed. 
to quote it:— 
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“ Yet, upon reflection, few descriptions of persons can be conceived 
more entitled to our generous sympathy and our active assistance. 
Without being invested with the more solemn and picturesque drapery 
of tragic dignity, they are exposed, perhaps beyond all others, to the 
cold neglect, the coarse jibes, the brutal merriment of a callous and 
unfeeling world ; they are the butt and scarecrow of the village green, 
often the drudge sent out from the domestic hearth. Take it that they 
meet with no ill-treatrnent—that no aggravation of cruelty or scorn embit- 
ters their hard lot—nay, that family decencies and family affections gather 
round them, guide their path and smooth their pillow: yet what a life 
of negatives is theirs at best! Nature spreads in vain her witchery of 
hues, her golden sunsets, and her starry firmaments! ‘To their untutor- 
ed ears music has no melody ; to their stagnant minds literature, and 
science, and art, and the sacred muse, utter no varied voice! ‘To their 
turgid souls devotion points no God! ‘Too often, though dead to plea- 
sure and to virtue, they exercise powers of mischief and annoyance, and 
though we must believe and hope they are without the responsibilities 
of crime, they yet incur all its degradation. 

“The instantaneous cure, the entire change of the possessed mind, 
were only the work of Him whose voice the demons heard, and at once 
came out.” “ But,” he continues, “there is reason to believe that 
much may be done—that positive advances may be made—that, by ju- 
diciously administering to the requirements both of the physical and 
moral organization (intimately connected and interlaced as they fre- 
quently are with each other), orderly habits, steady employment, rational 
tastes, kindly feelings, just sensibilities of the affections and the con- 
science, the sense of right and wrong, the fear and love of God, may 
be introduced and fostered, and developed into all their multiplied and 
goodly results; so that, in fact, in the best instances, the idiot may be 
converted into a decent and creditable member of society ; in the worst, 
his existence may be surrounded with an atmosphere of comfort and of 
tenderness.” 

But enough! 1 hope that [ have advanced sufficient to give a general 
outline of my views of insanity, and an abstract of the proper manaye- 
ment of its subjects; and more than this is scarcely to be expected 
in the narrow limits of time assigned to a Lunmleian lecture. | have 
dwelt rather on those divisions of it which are more susceptible of cure, 
than on the lamentable conditions in which this happy termination is 
either far less, or hitherto altogether beyond the reach of medicine or 
management. Would that the third division (by which I mean de- 
mentia, fatuity and idiocy), were equally under our control! Where, 
however, it has supervened on that disorganization which is incompatible 
with reason and intellectual function, be it from age, or be it from dis- 
ease, | fear that little must be expected, and that little can be done. 
Let us hope, however, that these cheering anticipations may ultimately 
be realized ; that the general diffusion of sentiments so strong, clothed 
as they are in the drapery of so much eloquence and so much beauty, 
may be the means of extending the blessing of recovery to those who 
may at present be considered beyond its pale. Would that I had the 
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capability of enhancing such a blessing either in person or in purse. I 
can add nothing to language so powerful and so refined. J have not 
the matter which can contribute more to what little is already known 
in cases of such a character ; neither have [ the talent or ability which 
can justify my trespassing at greater length on your time and your at- 
tention. I thank you most cordially for the patience which you have 
manifested in listening to what I have offered during the lectures which 
I have had the honor of delivering : and as this is (as I premised) my 
maiden appearance in the character of a lecturer, | must rely on your 
kindness to excuse the myriad imperfections in which I grieve to ac- 
knowledge they abound.— London Medical Gazette. 


— 


ON THE PURIFICATION AND PROPERTIES OF CHLOROFORM. 


[Mention was made, in last week’s Journal, of the existence of impure 
chloroform in the market, and of its bad effects. Dr. Wm. Gregory, of 
Edinburgh, has given the results of his experiments and observations, 
assisted by Mr. Alexander Kemp, and has pointed out a method of pu- 
rifying it, a knowledge of which may be of use to physicians as well as 
dealers in the article. 'The specific gravity of pure chloroform he states 
to be 1.500 at 60°. Up to 1849, 1.480 was considered the specific 
gravity of the best. After alluding to the fact that chloroform is gene- 
rally purified by the action of sulphuric acid, which mostly destroys the 
oils, a part of the sulphuric being reduced to sulphurous acid, and that 
to remove this a distillation with lime or carbonate of baryta is employ- 
ed, he states the tests which have been used to ascertain its purity, 
One is, the agitation of chloroform with pure sulphuric acid, of full den- 
sity, which is changed to yellow or brown if any oils remain, pure chlo- 
roform giving no color to the acid. Another test, and a delicate one, is 
the odor of the oils, which is detected when chloroform is evaporated 
on the hand or a handkerchief, the oils being left behind. He then de- 
scribes the method alluded to of purifying chloroform, which he and 
Mr. Kemp have employed.—Eb. | 


The chloroform having been tested as above, and found more or less 
impure, is to be agitated with sulphuric acid (half its volume will be 
sufficient), and allowed to remain in contact with the acid, of course 
in aclean, dry, stoppered bottle, and with occasional agitation till the 
acid no longer becomes darker in color. As long as the action is in- 
complete, there will be seen, after rest, at the line of contact, a darker 
ring. When this no longer appears, the chloroform may be drawn off, 
and for greater security once more acted upon by a quarter of its volume 
of the acid, which should now remain colorless. It is now once more 
to be drawn off, and in a dry, stoppered bottle mixed with a little pow- 
dered peroxide of manganese, with which it is gently agitated, and left 
in contact until the odor of sulphurous acid is entirely destroyed, and the 
chloroform has acquired a mild, agreeable fruity odor. It has then only 
to be poured off into a proper phial. It will now leave no disagreea- 
ble odor when evaporated on the hand. [If the commercial chloro- 
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form, after having been frequently well shaken, and left for some time 
an contact with the acid, has given to it only a moderate tinge of color, 
it Is probable that it may be completely purified by the first process. 
To ascertain this, test a fresh portion ina tube with fresh acid, shaking 
well and allowing it to stand some time. If it do not color the acid at 
all, then the whole chloroform has only to be finally purilied by the 
oxide of manyvanese. If the acid become colored in the test-tube, it 
will be as well to act on the whole chloroform a second time, with fresh 
acid, Gil it stands the test. Mr. Kemp has observed, in’ repeating this 
process for me, the very curious fact, that as soon as the action is coin- 
plete. and the oily impurities are destroyed, but not sooner, the chloro- 
i tested with the acid ina tube, exhibits a strongly convex surface 
downwards, where it rests on the pure acid, or, what is the same thing, 
the acid becomes concave at its upper surface. "The small trace of im- 
purity. not sufficient to affeet the density of the chloroform, we have 
ound to render the line of junction horizontal. It is probable that this 
may become a valuable test of the perfect purity of chloroform ; but 
we shall not say more on this subject until we have thoroughly exa- 
mined it. | This process requires no apparatus beyond a few stoppered 
bottles and a pipette. if we wish to diaw off the whole chloroform with- 
out loss, although nearly the whole may be simply poured off. ‘The use 
of the oxide of manganese is due to Mr. Kemp; and on the large scale 
the chleroform may be filtered through a cylinder full of it. In this 
final purification of commercial chloroform, no distillation is necessary. 
Indeed. no rectification is required at all, if it be well washed with water 
before using the acid. 


[!n connection with the above, we are happy to lay before our read- 
ers the following remarks, kindly forwarded to us by A. A. Hays, Esq., 
the well-known chemist, on the same subject, and also on chloric ether, 
which is much used among us. —Ep.] 


“The chloroform sold in this country, as prepared by responsible manu- 
facturers, is generally derived from alcohol, containing only small quan- 
tities of volatile oils. Still we do meet with s samples, which give the 
nauseous odor derived from the chlorinated oils, occasionally, and the 
practitioner should be on his guard, and avoid the use of such a pre- 
paration. Clean linen embued with pure chloroform, retains, after its 
evaporation, no unpleasant odor, and this is not only the most ready, but 
one of the most satisfactory tests of purity. 

It is becoming a quite common practice, to dissolve a certain quan- 
tity of chloroform in alcohol, as a substitute for chloric ether. The mix- 
ture thus made, may contain large quantities of the volatile oils of the 
alcohol, and cannot be considered as identical with chloric ether. Chlo- 
ric ether is an American invention, or discovery, and its use as an anes- 
thetic agent, sanctioned by the highest authority, is rapidly extending. Its 
grateful odor is agreeable to the patient, while the certainty of its action 
is ander control in all cases. The sick-room, patient and clothing, are 
not left by its evaporation impregnated with fetid odors, as takes place 
in the use of sulphuric ether. 
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In stating the fact, that a solution of chloroform differs in composition 
and effects from ehloric ether, it is proper to refer to the chemical action 
by which they are produced. Chloroform results from the change pro- 
duced in anhydrous alcohol by chlorine. ‘The action of the meterials, 
whether directly or indirectly brought together, is intense. Many pro- 
ducts, such as acetic acid, prussic acid, hydrochloric acid, chloride of ni- 
trogen, and chlorinated oils, are formed, or set tree. ‘The impure chio- 
roform must be subjected to subsequent purifying operations, which few 
manufacturers have either the patience or skill for applying. In the in- 
direct mode, about one pound of alcohol is exposed to the destructive 
action of ten pounds of the best hypochlorite of lime. 

Jn forming chlorie ether, the alcohol is first’ purified by the addition of 
sufficient: hypochlorite of lime, to destroy compounds of nitrogen and 
volatile (** foussel oils whieh escape. About equal weights of diluted 
aleohol and hypochlorite of lime are then used, more or Jess water being 
added, to prevent too great activity of action, when heat is applied. 
The first portions of the product are as pure as the last. and when the 
operations are skilfully conducted, the chloric ether is obtained in a state 
free from any noxious compound, A. A. Hi. 


AMPUTATION OF THE UTERUS, AFTER PARTIAL INVERSION. 
BY USHER PARSONS, M.D 


{Commaniecated tor the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Mrs. F., at the age of 27, was confined with her first child, in 1847, 
A constant sanguineous discharge continued for six weeks afier her de- 
livery, when it gradually changed into a protracted leucorrhoea. Within 
the succeeding four years she had eight alarming attacks of hemorrhage 
(which seemed in most cases to result from lifting, or other violent ex- 
ertions), besides frequent discharges alter short intervals of suspension. 
A strong repugnance to an examination per vaginam existed from the 
time of her delivery in 1847 till March, 1851, and prevented her phy- 
sicians from ascertaining the nature of her case. 

She and her husband state that she never was well during these four 
years, was unable to do her ordinary housework, was a great sufferer 
from pain in the back, leucorrhcea and debility, with great nervousness. 
She nursed her child eight months, though against the advice of her 
physicians, who deemed it hazardous while there was such a constant 
drain from the womb. The child did well, and is still healthy. She 
has no reason to believe that she has been pregnant during the time. 
Her physicians prescribed various and powerful astringent injections and 
tonics, with temporary abatement of the hemorrhage. Such is the history 
given recently by herself and husband. 

In March, 1851, her. priest (a catholic) advised her calling in two or 
three experienced physicians to examine her case thoroughly. Accord- 
ingly Dr. Capron and myself were called to meet Dr. Le Prohon, and 
on examining her, discovered a pyriform tumor in the vagina, of the size 
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of a hen’s egg, and its inner and smaller extremity was encircled and 
compressed closely by a ring of great firmness, which seemed to be the 
os uteri. The tumor bled on being thus examined, was of a firm, elastic 
texture, and nearly smooth surface. There was a difference of opinion 
as to the nature of the tumor, whether it was an inverted uterus, a poly- 
pus of unusually firm texture, or a fibrous tumor, and the known repug- 
nance of the patient to examination deterred us from prosecuting it any 
further. It was, however, the opinion of each that in her perilous situa- 
tion a removal of the tumor was the most promising mode of treatment 
that could be adopted, and was required as a dernier resort. she being 
greatly debilitated and wasted in flesh, pallid, cedematous in the feet and 
about the eyes. We left her to consult her friends, and decide whether 
she would submit to the operation. 

In a day or two I was called upon to remove the tumor, which, with 
the assistance of Dr. Le Prohon, was performed in the following man- 
ner. She was placed in the position for lithotomy. A pair of small 
forceps, intended for removing stone from the bladder, was applied to the 
tumor, and by gentle and slow traction it was brought near to the vulva, 
and with it the ring that firmly encircled it. A loop of wire running 
through a double canula was passed around the neck of the tumor, close 
to the ring, and the ends of the wire were drawn tight and fastened at 
the outer end of the canula. This gave the patient more pain than 
was expected. Ordered an anodyne. On the following day, found the 
patient had suffered severe pain most of the time ; gave another anodyne, 
with directions to repeat. Gave a cathartic of castor oil and turpentine. 
On the fourth day found the patient laboring under great constitutional 
disturbance, tenderness in the hypogastric region, quick pulse, great rest- 
lessness, nausea and prostration. Removed the canula and wire, and 
separated the tumor partly with Lisfranc’s hysterotome, a long probe- 
pointed bistoury with the blade curved laterally. The straight part was 
sheathed with a piece of adhesive plaster, and the edge of the curved 
part was inserted into the sulcus left by the wire, and with short strokes 
guided by the finger, the neck was partly divided, and completely so by 
a pair of curved probe-pointed scissors. The hemorrhage was conside- 
rable, but not alarming, and was followed for several days by a very co- 
pious discharge of bloody serum, and finally by a muco-purulent matter. 
On the second day, mucilaginous injections were thrown into the vagina, 
and evaporations with cloths dipped in spirit and water kept constantly 
going on over the abdomen. In a day or two the constitutional dis- 
turbance abated, and the whole system of secreting and digestive or- 
gans gradually resumed a healthy action. In six weeks she was able 
to resume her household duties, and since then her health has been per- 
fectly good, and she has become quite fleshy. 

The tumor was immersed in spirit, and was first examined in presence 
of the Providence Medical Association, some days after the operation. 
It was found to be the body of the uterus inverted, but otherwise in a 
normal state, and exhibiting a portion of the Fallopian tubes. 

[saw Mrs. F. this day (Jan. 11, 1852) for the first time since early 
in April last, when I took leave of her soon after the operation. She is 
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quite fleshy, and able to take charge of her house, and enjoys better 
health than at any time since her marriage. She informed me that 
there is an entire cessation of the menses, but that she is troubled with 
occasional leucorrhcea. Her husband informs me qu'elle reste sensible 
aux voluptés conjugales. On examining the scar with the finger, I felt 
a soft depression in the centre of an oval-shaped ring, apparently the os 
uteri, but larger in circumference than ordinarily. 

If called to another similar case, | should not continue the wire drawn 
tight around the tumor, if it created so much pain and suffering, as the 
danger of fatal hemorrhage (to prevent which was one reason for its ap- 
plication) is far less than that of fatal peritoneal inflammation, which it 
may cause. 

Providence, January 12, 1852. 


CASE OF HEPATIC DROPSY. 
To the Elitor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—lI send for insertion. in your Journal the following case 
of hepatic dropsy, originating in derangement of the liver and kidneys, 
and involving the heart. ‘This case has terminated favorably under my 
treatment, without resorting to tapping. Yours respectfully, 
J. X. Cuapert, M.D. 
No. 431 Grand st., N. York, Jan., 1852. 


The subject of this report is Mr. Gilbert Griswold, aged 53, a cabinet- 
maker by trade, and residing at No. 391 Broad st., Newark, N. J. He 
is of medium height, slight frame, light hair, complexion and eyes, of a 
sanguine temperament, lively, cheerful, and remarkably active when in 
health. His account of himself previous to consulting me on his case, 
is as follows: —Many years ago, in consequence of ill health arising 
from derangement of the liver and palpitation of the heart, he was ad- 
vised to go to sea. He went into the United States Navy as a musi- 
cian, and continued in the service for many years. While in the ser- 
vice he had frequent and severe attacks of the fevers peculiar to our 
southern ports, as well as those of South America and the African coast. 
These frequent attacks have given him that bilious habit and appearance 
observable in persons who have been thus exposed. For the last thirty- 
five years he has been troubled with palpitation of the heart, pain in 
the right hypochondrium, and shooting pains under the shoulder-blade, 
to such an extent as to be mistaken for rheumatism ; a dull pain and 
sense of soreness in the small of the back over the kidneys, pain in the 
bladder, and frequently difficulty in voiding urine. His passages from 
the bowels were generally hard and clay colored. 

About six months ago most of the above symptoms assumed a more 
aggravated form, particularly his difficulty in making water, which be- 
came more scanty and very high colored. His feet and ankles began 
to swell, and gradually the swelling extended up the legs. Whenever 
the fingers were pressed hard on the swollen parts, they would leave 
for a few moments deep indentations. The swelling gradually progress- 
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ed up the legs, till it invaded the abdomen, and assumed so alarming a 
character that he was compelled to call in medical aid. He was for a 
long time under the treatment of several eminent physicians of New- 
ark, but he says without receiving any benefit whatever. At last he was 
told by them that he must submit to the operation of tapping, or die. 
He, however, peremptorily refused to submit to the operation. He then 
sent for me; but as | could not attend to him as L thought his case re- 
quired if he remained at Newark, | directed him to come to New York. 
1 first saw him on the 20th of last August. On examining, | found 
him enormously distended with water, from the toes te the chest. His 
abdomen was tyimpanitic, and the oscillating motion of the water was 
distinctly felt by alternately gently striking the opposite sides of the 
belly. The eyelids and face were greatly paffed up, as also were the 
hands and arms. The scrotum and penis were also greatly swelled, so 
much so as to render them painful. He passed very little urine, and 
that only drop by drop. It was high colored, and on being tested with 
blue litmus paper this was reddened, showing the presence of uric acid. 
His back, over the region of the kidneys, was very painful and tender 
to the touch ; and in consequence of the pressure of the water against 
the diaphragm, it was forced up, causing a sense of suffocation, which 
hindered him from lying down, and he therefore slept in an easy chair. 

immediately placed him under treatment, and prescribed—R. Ext. 
elaterii, gr. ij. acet. potasse, 3 ij. tinct. scill, 3 ss.; ext. hyosciamus, 
5 ext. divital., 3 spts. ether nit, 3 ss.; aqua font. q.s. 
mist., 3 vj. Dose, a tablespoonful every six hours. He was_ placed 
in an easy chair, with his feet on a convenient resting place, so as to 
keep his legs in a horizontal position. On the second day the medicine 
operated freely on the bowels, and he was able to void a little more urine 
than usual. Asa drink, | gave the infusion of the cortex betula lenta. 
For his diet, | directed crackers and tea, and small quantities of solid 
food. His evacuations from the bowels and bladder were greatly in- 
creased the following day. His abdomen Jost the tympanitic character 
and was more pliable. The pain in the kidneys and bladder was senst- 
bly diminished, and the pressure against the diaphragm and heart so 
much lessened as to enable him to lie down on his bed without the dread 
of suffocation. 

The same treatment was continued, with the happiest results, till the 
3d of September, when in consequence of his bowels being constipated 
I gave him the R. Mistura nigra, 3 iv.—to be taken for a dose. R. Bi- 
carb. potasse, 3 bi-carb. sode, 31). ; sulph. magnes, 3 ss.; tinct. 
scille, 3ss.; tinct. gent. comp., 3.ss, ; liquor potasse, 3 ij.; spts. ether 
nit., 3ss.; aqua font., q.s. Fiat mist., 3 vilj. Dose, a tablespoonful 
every four hours. 

This treatment was continued till 11th of September, with evident 
benefit, the water having been so far discharged that he could now dress 
himself in the clothes he used to wear before he was attacked. In or- 
der now to act on his liver and prevent a re-accumulation of the water, 
J ordered R. Sub. mur. hyd., gr. x. ; pulv. jalap., gr. xxv. Divide in 
pulv. no. ij. Give one night and morning, followed by mist. nigra, 3 Iv. 
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Under this treatment and a course of blue pill and vegetable tonics, 
he rapidly recovered, and soon every vestige of the disease disappeared. 
He then returned home; but by neglecting his medicine, and indulging 
too much in eating and drinking, he had a slight relapse ; but a repe- 
tition of the treatment quickly dispersed the water, and he is now per- 
fectly well. 


THE BOSTON MiDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JANUARY 21, 1852. 


Ninth Report of Births, Marriages and Deaths, in| Massachusetts.— 
This report, though just published, embraces the year ending Dec. 31, 
1850, and is the first, under our new law, which has embraced a single 
year in its datal order. It is also far more complete than any of our A 
vious annual registry reports, only eight towns through the whole State 
having failed to make due returns. The Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Amasa Walker, Esq., is deserving of much eredit for the faithful and 
intelligible manner in whieh he has arranged the documents which make 
up this Registration, probably the most perfect of the kind which has 
appeared in this country. We learn from it that the whole number of 
births, in the State, during the year, was 27,664; in 1849, 25,773. Of 
this number, $197 were of foreign parentage, against 6,450 in the previ- 
ous year. The births are as Lto 36 0f the population, ‘The sex was, 
14.137 males; 13,392 females; 1385 unknown. 409 are stated to have 
been twins. The number of marriages returned was 10.245, which indi- 
cates an increase over the preceding year of 3,409, or nearly 50 per cent. ; 
but this increase is partly attributab le to the returns being more complete, 
though no doubt the late alteration in our marriage Jaw has added to the 
number of :uatvimonial alliances. The deaths were 16.606; 3.517 less 
than in IS49, or 15.69 per cent. Ud) were by sn ix, 192 of these bemg 
in Boston ; 3,927 by consumption, or 21.95 per cent.; S35 by pacumonia. 
Diseases of the heart and of the digestive organs seem to be ou the ine 
crease in the State. Old age is reported as the cause of death m 763 
eases—165 individuals having died between and years, aud 9 over 
10). The per cent. which old age bears to other causes is 4.75. As the 
ocenpation is given of the individuals. over 200 yours of ave. who dicd, 
important information is obtainable respectiag is influence on health and 
longevity, and the startling fact is learned that in Mussachusetts the average 
age of farmers who died during the year was 65.13, while that of inecha- 
nics was ouly 46.59. The average of this and previous reports makes 
these two clisses of ages to be 64 years and 16 years. This fact is eer- 
tainly important to be knowa, and should urge physicians as well as 
others to lgitire into the causes which shorten the lives of so large a pro- 

portion of the inhabitants of our State. 

Missachusetts has taken the lead in the work of Registration, and we 
are glad that it is annually attaining anything near to a state of perfection. 
Oiher States are following. Pennsylvania has enacted a law on the sub: 
ject, and Kentucky is likely to do the same. ‘The last number of the 
Western Journal of Medicine, from Louisville, is almost entirely filled 
with matter relating to vital statistics, sanitary reform and registration. 
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Dissertation on Homeopathy.—After years of unobtrusive devotion to the 
arduous labors of his profession, Worthington Hooker, M.D., of Norwich, 
Conn., has broken forth like a new constellation, and one production of his 
pen after another has recently appeared, so that_his name is now familiar 
to reading medical men in every part of the Union. All his writings 
have evinced industry and profound thought, and are characterized by the 
beauty and energy of their style. Charles Scribner, of New York, has 
just issued the latest of Dr. H.’s essays, and it is one that is calculated to 
wake up the sleepers, the thoughtless, and all those who repose confidence 
in the supreme energy of infinitesimals. The trustees of the Fiske fund, 
in Rhode Islaad, offered a premium of fifty dollars for the best dissertation 
on “ Homeopathy, so called—its history and refutation,” which was award- 
ed to Dr. Hooker for the treatise now before us. There are eight chapters 
in the book, bearing the following titles :—I. and IL., Exposition of the 
system of Hahnemann. III. and [V., Examination of the Doctrines. V., 
Practical Evidences of Homeopathy. VI. and VII., Estimate of Hahne- 
mann. VIII., Concluding Observations. It is difficult to select an extract, 
to illustrate the author’s mode of reasoning, or to exhibit his energy and 
tact in handling a system that has strangely taken such root in this coun- 
try; we have therefore concluded to copy nothing from it, but to urge the 
profession, and especially the people, to read it, with the assurance that 
Dr. Hooker is a strong, bold, independent writer, who neither flatters nor 
frowns unjustly, but resists, bravely, the progress of every delusion with 
which his profession is assailed. 


Illustrated Manual of Surgery.—Since the short notice already given 
of the republication of Bernard & Huette’s Illustrated Operative Surgery, 
edited and improved by Drs. Van Buren and Isaacs, of New York, further 
examinations have been made into the real merits of the work. Part I. 


‘is already on sale, published by Bailliere, 290 Broadway, New York. 


Those who have any anxiety to see what can be done by American artists 
and compositors in the way of making surgery clear and distinct in a 
drawing, are invited to examine our copy. The exhibition of the arteries, 
in the different regions, is masterly. Why the booksellers’ counters, in 
Boston, are not furnished with copies, we know not. As the future parts 
of the work are received, we shall apprise the profession of the fact and 
of their merits. 

* When Dr. Piper’s beautiful volume makes its appearance, we may well 
be proud of the rich contributions New York and Boston will make to our 
professional libraries the present year. 


Isthmus of Panama.—An instructive and truly entertaining duodecimo, 
by C. D. Griswold, M.D., of New York, a surgeon in the Pacific Railroad 
service, entitled “ The Isthmus of Panama, and what I saw there,” has 
been received and read with much pleasure. Its unpretending character, 
the incidents it relates, and the pleasant vein of good nature and good 
sense that runs through the volume, must make it acceptable everywhere. 
The doctor would have been taken for an experienced book manufacturer, 
had he not informed his readers that this is his first attempt at authorship. 
He might have doubled the dimensions of the publication, and still it 
would have been read with delight. Something more might perhaps 
have been introduced in regard to medical practitioners, the peculiarity of 


: 
ij 
q 
| 
} 
4 
| 
ig 
4 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Medical Intelligence. 517 


several diseases on the track of his explorations, and the habits and idiosyn- 
crasies of the people. Still, Dr. Griswold has our thanks for this de- 
lightful entertainment, which has created a desire for more from the same 
source. Dr. G. was formerly editor of the New York Medical Register. 


Norton’s Literary Almanac.—This is a well-devised annual, of constant 
value to literary persons, and not to be overlooked by those aspiring to a 
knowledge of the great fountains of learning in the world. Had there 
been a sprinkling of medical biographies, medical institutions, and a few 
statistics, the publishers might have secured more of the patronage of a 
numerous profession. The catalogue of eminent men, who died in 1851, 
is a melancholy, yet valuable and interesting list. 


Medical School of Iowa.—From occasional notices of the medical de- 
partment of the University at Keokuk, it appears that the school is pros- 
perous, and sustains a reputation for thoroughness and efficiency that fore- 
shadows a growing influence. Whatever the reputation of the medical 
institutions of a State may be, such will be the standing of the profes- 
sion in that State. If the schools are elevated in character, a similar tone 
will be given to those who practise medicine around them. Dr. A. 8. 
Hudson’s introductory to a course of lectures, in the above-named school, 
on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, a well-written production, suggested 
the foregoing observations. Without going into a close analysis of its 
peculiarities, it is sufficient to say that it is a gratifying evidence of intel- 
lectual strength, in one chair, at least, of the University of lowa. 


Starling Medical College.—At the annual commencement of this insti- 
tution, on its third anniversary, Edward Thompson, M.D., delivered an 
address that has been published by the Faculty. Its title is— Logic, in 
its relations to Medicine.” The author shows himself to be a man of 
cultivated powers, a cluse reasoner, and, therefore, a logician. He evi- 
dently loves to dwell on that topic, and is desirous that everybody else 
should become as skilful as himself in one of the most difficult of all intel- 
lectual operations, viz., the art of reasoning. We kept hoping, all the way 
through, as his address was read, that some allowance would be made for 
those cerebral organizations which are defective in the higher attributes— 
but none is made. Desirable as it may be that all physicians should be 
clear and cogent reasoners, some of them fall wofully behind the standard 
of excellence, and yet practise medicine as well, perhaps, as those who are 
distinguished for what the orator would have all ‘men possess, to come up 
to his conception of a logical doctor. Poor Lord Bacon, that boast of latter 
ages, is cut off with a shilling. ‘ Bacon’s philosophy,” he says, “ is 
sensual—it overlooks internal knowledge.” In the matter of advice to the 
graduates, Dr. Thompson is lucid, and certainly both impressive and 
appropriate. On the 10th page the very gist and best part of the address 
is to be found—there figure deduction, induction and the Anglo-Saxons. 
It is quite evident that Dr. Thompson thought so himself, for numerous 
words, the iron bars that hold his propositions together, are here italicised. 
On the whole, we have come to the conclusion that the discourse is a good 
thing, though the subject may have been inappropriately selected for the 
occasion, 
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Per Centage of Mortality from Consumption.—As mentioned on ane 
other page, the deaths from consumption in Massachusetts during the 
year 1950, were 3527—being 21.96 per cent. of all the specified causes. 
From an interesting paper, comprising a series of tables, in the last num- 
ber of the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, by Dr. C. S. Ma- 
goun, of Natchez, Mi., we learn that the per centage of deaths from con- 
sumption in that city daring the last TL years has been 11.323 per cent. 
The following remarks on this point, from Dr. M.'s paper, will be read with 
Interest. 

“Tt will be scen, by reference to the table, that consumption has had a 
prominent part in the mortality throughout the whole period. A large 
majority of these eases originated elsewhere. Consumptive cases froin 
the northern and older States, have resorted here as a favorable place 
for health, bat many of the doomed victims were in a hopelessly diseased 
condition before theie arrival; a change of locality was not made soon 
enough. My principal object in making out the monthly. mortality of this 
disease was, if possiblo, to ascertain if the disease was on the increase, 
as the fevers decline. On this point Tam not yet fully satisfied. We 
have an abundaace of proof, that this locality is favorable to the conva- 
lescence of all pulmonary diseases. For a fuller exposition of my views 
on this subject, see Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. 39, p. 319.” 


The Boylston Medical School.—lt will be seen, by referring to our ad- 
vertising sheet, that two important courses of lectures are to be delivered 
before this school the present winter. The increased atteution which has 
of late been directed by the profession to medical jurisprudence renders 
the course on that topic peculiarly appropriate, and its value cannot be 
doubted when delivered by so able a lecturer. Dr. Bowditeh’s learning, 
and skill in auscultation, are also well known, and we congratulate the 
students of the school on the opportunity thus atlorded them of obtaining 
instruction in this important branch, 


Mississippi. State Hospital at Natchez.—* We ave gratified to learn,” 
says the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, “that at a recent 
meeting of the ‘Trastees of the Mississippi State Hospital, Dr. C. S. Ma- 
goun was elected Paysietan, Surgcon and Saperintendent of that excellent 
institution, to take charge on the Ist of January, 1852. A better selection 
coull not havé bees made; and we congratulate the doctor on this addi- 
tioval evidence of public appreciation; feeling assured, at the same time, 
that he will discharge his responsible duties with eredit to himself and ad- 
vantage to the State.” 


On Medicinal Cigars.—\ foreizn Journal relates the suecess of Dr. 
Landerer in the use of ¢igars medicated with various substances, as a 
remedy in disease. ; 

« The employment of various organic and inorganic substances of a vola- 
tilisable nature in a cigar form, has frequently been resorted to. In this 
way, stramonium. cicnta, Raspail’s camphor, and corrosive sublimate, have 
been used by means of tobacco deprived of its nicotin. The great efficacy 
of this last substance in ulcerated syphilitic throat, in Dr. Landerer’s hands, 
has rendered him very desirous of extending this form of medication. He 
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prepared cigars, therefore, by moistening tobacco freed from nicotin with 
tinct. of iodine, a solution of iodide of mereury in su!phurie ather, or a 
solution of iodide of potassium. He found these cigars ef great! uulity 
in syphilitic ulceration of the throat, and in oz@na. So, too, by moistening 
the tohaceo with an atherial solution of hyoscyamin, he has relieved most 
obstinate spasmodic cough without inducing any narcotism., Among other 
substances tried, he found a solution of creosote in spirit of wine and 
wther,a very useful form in’ scorbutie ulceration of the gums. Cigars 
moistened with moschi relieved hysterical and spasmodic coughs 
and a case of severe hysterical paroxysms, occurring man irritable subject, 
was advantageously treated by the alcoholic solution of the acetate of 
morphia. Cigars formed of this substance are also very useful in the tooth- 
ache. Arsenical cigars, formed by steeping the tobacco Fowler's solu- 
tion, have also been employed, and Dr. Landerer believes that this form 
of medication might be extended to a great variety of substances.” 

Medical Miscellany.—A \ady in Strasbourg, Germany, recently inhaled 
chloroform preparatory to the extraction of three teeth, which were promptly 
taken out; but the patient was dead.—About 2000 gallons of rum anda 
pipe of brandy were destroyed at Calais. Me., on the 81st of December, 
under the new law.—The first public commeneement of the Female Med. 
College. in Philada., took place recently. and female M.D. graduated. 
—The Jenner monument fund ix increasing, though not very rapidly, in 
the United States. The artist, however, will ultimately secure a fair 
remuneration for his services.—Dr. Kane, who was on the exploring 
expedition, is lecturing on itat Washington.—Dr. Nowh Martin, of Dover,, 
is the democratic candidate for Governor of New Hampshire. —Smallpox 
is raving feartully at Jamaica. —Two or three inhalations of chloroform 
are said to relieve obstinate hiccough, directly. —A disease called the 
sleeping fever, has broken out in Galicia. Something similar has ex- 
isted in Boston, in some families, for many years.—It seems that Dr. 
Caldwell. the last pupil of the immortal Rush, has been unceremoniously 
Walked out of his professorship, at Louisville. Disturbances seem at 
work in Kentucky as well as in other plices.—The Empire Spring at 
Saretoga is furnishing its excellent medical water in vast quantities, and 
there isan increasing demand for it.—Scarlet fever is fatally prevalent in 
Pennsylvania. 

To following papers are on hand.“ 'Petanns,’ Medico-Legal 
Matters.” ** Perforation and Uleeration of the Stomach,” ** Cases of Hernia,” “ Letter from the 
South, No. 1.” 


Marriep,—At Taunton, Lyman B. Larkin, M.D, of Wrentham, to Miss Lydia Southworth, 
of Vauntou—ln Warner, NTE, Dr. Henry 1. Watson, of Guildhall, Vt, to Miss Mary J. Hardy. 
of Warner.—John Russell, M.D., of Cape Elizabeth, Me., to Miss A. D. Hanson. 


Direp.—tn New York, Dr. Oicott Porter, a native of Vermont—At Bangor, Me., Dr. George 
W. Holden, 54 


Deathsin Boston—tor the week ending Saturday noon, Jan. 17th, 74.—Males, 34—femates, 40, 
Inflammation of boweis, 1—disease of brain, 2—consumption, 13—convulsions, 1—croup, 6— 
dysentery, I—dropsy 2—dropsy of the brain, 3—diabetes, 1—erysipelas, I —fever, 1—tvphus 
fever, I—typhoid fever, 2—searlet fever, 2—gangrene, 1—hooping cough, 2—disease of heart, l— 
infantile, 8—inflammation of the lungs, 11l—congestion of lanes, L—marasmus, 3—measles, I— 
palsy 1—pleurisy, ]—puerperal, 3—smallpox, I—suicide, 1—svphilis, 1—throat disease, 1—un- 
known, 

Under 5 years, 34—between 5 and 20 years, 12—between 20 and 10 years, 14—berween 40 
and 60 years, J—over 60 vears, 5. Americans, 43; foreigners and children of foreigners, 3b. 
The above includes 11 deaths at the City Institutions. 
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Bristol Medical Society. Mass.—The Bristol District Medical Society 
held their 11th Quarterly Meeting at the Railroad House, in Attleborough, 
Wednesday, Dec. 10—the President, Dr. Gardner, in the Chair. Report 
of proceedings of last meeting read and approved. Communications from 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Mass. Medical Society, received, read, 
and placed on file. 

Address read at 11 o'clock, by Dr. Phelps, of Attleborough. Subject, 
‘“ Synopsis of 631 Cases of Midwifery,” &¢. &c. 

Voted, that Dr. Randall, of Rehoboth, read the dissertation at the next 
meeting. Dr. Savery, substitute. 

The question for discussion, proposed at the last meeting, was taken up, 
Wheu it was voted to amend it so as to read as follows. ‘ Are medical 
men morally accountable for their sins of omission as well as commission ? 
In other words, are medical men any less responsible for neglecting what 
they ought to do, than for doing (medicinally) what they ought not to 
do?” After discussion, resolution unanimously adopted. 

The Committee appointed to select a subject for discussion at the next 
meeting, reported the following: ‘Are typhus and typhoid fevers syno- 
nymous ? and, if not, what is the difference ?” 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted. ‘“ Resolved, that 
this Society fully justify the action of Drs. Storer and Carpenter ; also 
the vote of the Mass. Medical Society, in relation to the case of Dr. Ira 
Barrows.” 

Voted, to adjourn, to meet at the Taunton Hotel, in Taunton, on the 2d 
Wednesday in March next. Tuapveus Pures, Secretary. 

Attleborough, December 24, 1851. 


Transactions of the American Medical Association.—We stop the press 
to announce the unpleasant intelligence that a very large and disastrous 
fire has occurred in this city, in which two-thirds of the edition of the 
fourth volume of the Transactions was consumed, with nearly all the-pre- 
vious volumes remaining on hand. Fortunately, the fourth volume had 
been distributed to nearly all the members of the Association who had 
paid their assessment, and copies for the others who had done so are at 
the store of Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, and are safe. Such members of 
the Association as neglected to take advantage of the highly favorable 
terms upon which the Transactions were offered, have now, unfortunately, 
lost the opportunity. The few remaining copies will be reserved a short 
time for members, but probably at an advanced price, and, if not shortly 
claimed, will be sold to other applicants. 

A few copies of the Prize Essay were preserved, and will be for sale. 

Messrs. T. K. & P. G. Collins have printed some extra copies of the 
Report on Medical Education, in order to supply such State Societies as 
are disposed to comply with the recommendation of the Association that 
the State Societies should distribute among their members that report. 
These will be furnished at the rate of six dollars per hundred. Applica- 
tions for them, with the remittances, must be made to T. K. & P. G. 
Collins, Philadelphia.—American Journal of Medical Sciences. 


The order, some time since alluded to, that surgeons in the British 
Army should perform the duty of branding deserters, has been abro- 
gated. 


- 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
it 
if 
if 
‘ 
i 


